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Board of Trustees 

American Society of Landscape Architects 

636 Eye Street. NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Dear Trustees: 

 

I am writing in support of the nomination of Laurie D. Olin, FASLA to receive the ASLA Medal. 

 

I base this recommendation on having known Laurie for over 30 years, first as my professor at 

the University of Pennsylvania, then as an employer at Hanna/Olin and subsequently as an 

academic and professional colleague. 

 

His contribution to the landscape architectural discipline has been a seamless synthesis of 

teaching, practice and research.  This has produced a legion of landscape architects who’s 

thought and practice have been influenced by his teaching and example; a body of built work that 

has created an authentic, situated urbanity in numerous places in the United States and abroad 

and finally, publications that have articulated his ideas regarding the integration of the natural 

environment and its systems with made cultural landscapes that are embedded within the flow of 

history. 

 

As a teacher Laurie does not dispense a style to be imitated but leads each student into a critical 

engagement with a site and a particular program.  The goal is that a student evolves both their 

own design sensibility and the technique to develop their thinking throughout their professional 

life.    

 

Two examples of Laurie’s built works illustrate his contribution to the landscape profession.   The 

design of Bryant Park, New York subtly transformed the found historical fabric of this space into 

a stage for daily life in Midtown Manhattan.  It is a place where the “programs” of contemporary 

urban life are situated within a spatial and material frame that lends authenticity to the quotidian.  

The landscape of the Stata Center at MIT subsumes the instrumentality of “sustainable site 

practices” within an abstracted regional landscape expression that sweeps around and over the 

architecture.  Sustainability becomes a natural part of a larger enduring campus landscape 

experience.   

 

The work of Laurie Olin as teacher, practitioner and writer conveys an understanding of 

landscape architecture as the integration of the cultural and the natural, of the equal importance 

of daily life and unique events and of the creation of places out of the found conditions and 

histories of particular sites that endure and acquire layers of meaning over time.  Landscapes 

within which one’s experience of the world is renewed and refreshed.  It is for this contribution 

that I heartily support the nomination of Laurie Olin for the ASLA Medal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alistair T. McIntosh FASLA, RIBA 

Principal 





 
 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Board of Trustees 
American Society of Landscape Architects 
Attention: Carolyn Mitchell 
636 Eye Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
Re:  ASLA Medal Nomination for Laurie Olin  
 
Dear Trustees: 
 
 
It is an honor and privilege to write in support of Laurie Olin’s candidacy for 
the ASLA Medal. I am at a loss to imagine any living candidate who would be 
more deserving. 
 
Laurie Olin is within a select group of internationally recognized landscape 
architects who emerged in the generation that followed such luminaries as 
Dan Kiley, Ian McHarg and Lawrence Halprin. The only other ones who would 
match Laurie’s stature have previously received the ASLA Medal. It would not 
be an understatement to say that Laurie is overdue for this honor. 
 
My enthusiastic testimony on Laurie’s behalf stems from his extraordinarily 
diverse contributions –in theory, teaching and practice –to not just our 
profession, but to the larger interdisciplinary fields of urban design and 
planning. He thrives on collaboration, and in so doing, has provided our 
related disciplines with the very best ambassador the field of landscape 
architecture could have offered. 
 
What impresses me most about Laurie Olin –why I think he is a superlative 
candidate for the ASLA Medal –is his unstinting mentorship at all levels of the 
profession. He mentors by personal contact, by inspired writings, by spirited 
drawings and by remarkably substantive design works. I recall an article about 
Dan Kiley that proclaimed Mr. Kiley a modern classicist. I think Laurie better 
fits that description in this sense –Laurie’s work, inspired by his first-hand and 
deep understanding of the classic canon of landscape architecture, seems to 
have a timeless quality that will only improve with the passage of generations.  
 
His “hand” is a sensitive and informed one; it knows how to craft and build to 
endure. Witness his achievements at Bryant Park, at Columbus Circle and at 
the Washington Monument Grounds. It is work that is subtle, nuanced and 
beautifully detailed. His legacy lives on in these greatest of public places and  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
contexts. One would be hard pressed to find a more fitting testimony than 
these particular accomplishments. 
 
It would be a just and appropriate tribute to one of our great American 
landscape architects that Laurie Olin be recognized with the ASLA Medal. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 

 
 
Warren T. Byrd, Jr  FASLA 
 
Founding Partner, Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects 
Professor Emeritus, University of Virginia  
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ASLA Board of Trustees 
c/o American Society of Landscape Architects 
636 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20001 
 
 
 
Dear Trustees,  
 
It is my honor and pleasure to write a letter on behalf of Laurie Olin 
for the ASLA Medal.   
 
Laurie Olin is a renaissance man – a fantastic artist, a great landscape 
architect, and a consummate mentor.  Laurie is interesting, interested, 
and generous with his time.  Laurie’s landscape architecture practice, 
his writings, and his leadership in professional circles are leaving a 
mark on our generation of designers, on the environments that he 
touches, and as a result on many many people.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Mia Lehrer, FASLA 
 




